First, they were ordinary people. By his powerful Spirit, God used them in extraordinary ways to lead his people and advance the movement of his kingdom. This has been the pattern God has used since the beginning of time -using ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things for his glory.
The same is true for us at Our Father. We are ordinary people who know and share extraordinary life in Christ. With a mission, we have a sense of who we are, and a compass that points us in the right direction and gives shape to our day to day lives. For six weeks, beginning October 29-30, we'll take time to unpack the parts of this mission statement and apply each one to our lives.
November 2016
Around 180 people attended the first Inform Forum on Sunday, October 23. A bold new 5-year vision for Our Father was presented by Pastor Abel along with reasons for conducting the Arise! Mortgage Reduction Campaign now. If you were unable to attend or would like to hear more, make plans to attend one of the eight Inform Forums being held in early November. Sign up on a Yellow Sheet or at www.oflc.net.
The next congregational event is Tuesday, November 15, 6:30 pm at Our Father. There will be a short worship time in our Sanctuary along with a social gathering in our Fellowship Hall. This Initial Commitment event is where the first 3-year financial commitments will be received from our members who have prayerfully considered their financial gifts to this campaign which supports the new ministry vision.
The next opportunity to make your financial commitment will be Saturday, December 3 and Sunday, December 4. over this celebration weekend.
Mary Ann Shirk Campaign Co-Coordinator
Living as Children of a Generous God
Our Arise! campaign can serve as an excellent stewardship training time for children. Parents can teach their children at an early age about the value and use of money, allowing the children to grow in their own stewardship.
To invite the children to be a part of our campaign, the Sunday School classes (ages 3's -6th grade) will have a new lesson plan for November (Living as Children of a Generous God). The MS/HS Youth will perform skits for the children each week and there are discussion questions and craft ideas for the teachers to use. We are also doing can banks, decorated by the children. Each week they are encouraged to bring a different coin/bill (first nickels, then dimes, then quarters and lastly dollars). A letter will be sent home to the parents that explains the banks and the offerings.
On Sunday, December 4, when the parents bring their commitment cards forward during the church service, the children will be able to bring their banks and put them on the altar. We know that kids don't just want to hear about mission, but want be personally involved.
Diane Oppenheim Children's Emphasis Director "Bags of Doom"
The youth emphasis within the Arise! campaign is focused on cultivating the meaning and purpose behind the word "stewardship". This includes the giving of our time, talents and resources. Our youth recognize and appreciate the support received from the congregation.
The youth are divided into three age groups by school grade: 5-6, 7-8, and 9-12. Through the month of November each group is receiving customized instruction in Stewardship and in addition, have established goals they will be working towards in support and participation within the campaign.
Listen for, or ask a youth member about the phrase "Bags of Doom" which we are using as the fun side of the incentive within the campaign.
Philip 
Prayer of the Month
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
CHAOS High School Student Ministry
Join us on Wednesday nights and bring a friend! Connect with other HS students to live deeply rooted in an authentic relationship with God! We will hang out, catch up and eat! (Food for purchase most nights for $1-$6.) New for this year are surprise nights! Check your CHAOS schedules.
Wednesday nights 6:00 -8:00 pm. Food is available for purchase ($1-$6) most nights at 6:00 pm. Contact Teri at tevans@oflc.net or check our website for more details and registration information.
Alternative Gift Market -November 20
In order to continue to build a passion and habit of service within our students, each small group in Confirmation and CHAOS will be working together to create and work a booth at the Alternative Gift Market on Sunday, November 20. Parents, if you're able/willing to assist the mentors in gathering supplies and ideas, please email Leah Abel at label@oflc.net. 
Children's Education

OFLC Children's Christmas Program
Our Sunday School and Sprouts children will be presenting their Christmas program, "Signs of Christmas," on Sunday, December 11 at the tenfortyfive Worship Service. All children will be part of the chorus. Auditions for speaking parts were held on October 23 during class time. Rehearsals begin November 4 during their class instruction. Contact Laura Moes at lauramoes@msn.com or 303-770-2432 for information. Add these rehearsal dates to your calendar: 
Children's Sunday Morning Ministry
Come learn some of our favorite Bible stories and do fun activities based on these stories at 9:30 am.
Sprouts
Join this expanded version of our children's ministry during the tenfortyfive worship service while the sermon is being preached. For 3 year olds through fifth graders.
Coming This Summer
OFLC Student Ministries is planning two opportunities for students to serve beyond their day-to-day lives and outside of their comfort zones in order to bring the love of Jesus to the world. Serve Our City in downtown Denver takes place in July for students in grades 8-12, and a Stretch Mission Trip to West Virginia is planned for June for students in 9th-12th grades. Please go to our website for more information at ourf ath erluth eran.n et/student -ministriesmissions/ WV Trip: Deadline to register and s u b m i t i n i t i a l d e p o s i t o f $ 5 0 i s February 1. Scholarships available. Email Leah Abel for information: label@oflc.net.
Fellowship
Book Club -The Book Club meets Monday, November 21, 7:00 pm, discussing The Life We Bury by Allen Eskens in the Library. Any and all readers are invited to join our group!
Elderberries
Elderberries will contribute food items and $25 food gift cards for each of three Thanksgiving baskets. A box in the kitchen marked "Elderberries" can be used for your contributions or you can bring them to the kitchen on Wednesday, November 9 at 1:00 pm when we will assemble the baskets.
Our normal monthly get-together is Wednesday, November 16 at 1:00 pm.
Please mark your calendar for our December events:  Monday, December 12 at 6:00: We will serve at the annual Mosaic/FACES Christmas Party at church.  Wednesday, December 14 at 1:00 pm: A Christmas potluck in the Community Room (note date change to the 2nd Wednesday) with a food gift exchange, either homemade or purchased.
Library News
Reformation! I n ob s e rv an c e of Reformation Sunday and Martin Luther's birthday (November 10), the Library is featuring biographies and some of Luther's writings as well as books about the Reformation. On display you will find several excellent biographies including Here I Stand (Bainton, Roland), Luther the Reformer (Kittelson, J.), Luther: Biography of a Reformer (Nohl, Frederick) and the movie version of Luther (DVD format). Read and learn more about our Lutheran heritage and the theologian who forever changed Christianity when he began the Reformation movement.
Join us for our annual Thanksgiving Eve pie fellowship after the 7:15 pm worship service.
Please bring your pre-cut pies to the kitchen before the service. We love variety!
Special Ministries
Let the Feast Begin! As Fall Break ends, the children will arrive back to the Learning Center to discover exciting things about the first Thanksgiving. The classrooms will be decorated with cornucopias and turkeys of all shapes and sizes. The children will learn about friendship and sharing. "Native Americans" and "Pilgrims" will gather together to have a real Thanksgiving feast with everything from turkey to pumpkin pie! As we celebrate Thanksgiving, we look forward to a time of praise and thanks to our Lord for all His blessings! A special thank you to all the church staff for the fun chapel times!
Kids Are So Cute Corner
A young four year old reported to her mom, "Mom, Jesus hangs on my shoulders and takes a ride with me every day!"
Alison Cejka, Director MOPS gatherings continue on Friday, November 4 and meet on the first and third Fridays of every month from 9:15 -11:30 am in the Community Room. Our theme this year is "We Are the Starry Eyed." A program for the children is also a part of this! Contact Christene Woodward at dcwoodwards2000@gmail.com with any questions. Try out one session for free. Join us for great support and encouragement.
OFLC Information
Mark Your Calendar
The annual Epiphany Party will be Saturday, January 7, 2017. We will celebrate the 12th day of Christmas together with a festive evening of food and fellowship. Stay tuned for details.
Thanksgiving Bags
If you are interested in participating in the L u t h e r a n F a m i l y Services Thanksgiving p r o j e c t t o f i l l approximately 60 Thanksgiving Bags, signup sheets and a list of needed items are provided at the display in the Narthex. Please drop off your filled Thanksgiving Bag to the extra desk in Rick Yeager's office on the way to the Sacristy on or before Sunday, November 13.
Save the Date
The annual Voters' Assembly will be Sunday, December 11 at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. More information to come.
Ysleta Alternative Thanksgiving 2016 Cancelled
This year's 22nd Annual Thanksgiving trip to Ysleta Lutheran Mission has been cancelled due to low sign up numbers. Although it is disappointing, we understand that God cares for and blesses His people in many different ways. Thank you for your interest and support this year, as always! May God bless your Thanksgiving.
We look forward to returning to Ysleta for Thanksgiving in 2017. So, if you were interested but not able to make the trip this year, you can start making plans now for next year's adventure. To those who had signed up for the cancelled trip, we hope you will do so again and make 2017 a joyous new beginning, serving and feeding others on both sides of the border in El Paso and Juarez.
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ALL SAINTS DAY WORSHIP WILL INCLUDE REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
We will be remembering Christian loved ones who have died professing Christ as their Savior and Lord on All Saints Day. Please use the form below to list the name of your family member or loved one who died since November 1 last year, whom you would like named in our Roll Call of the Saints on Saturday, November 5 and Sunday, November 6 or e-mail csnyder@oflc.net. 
